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against her, local congregations have been hurt, 
bat the true bride of Christ still lives. As God 
prevailed on the waters for Noah so will be prevail 
over the world for the church wbicb has been es- 
tablished for all ages. 

A rainbow is an evidence or God's love for man. 
Noah had been storm- tossed, rocked on the mighty 
billows, housed in the Ark for weeks ; he came 
forth, erected an altar, offered sacrifice, and then 
the rainbow came, a token of a covenant between 
God and Noah. "And I will remember my cove- 
nant which is between me and you and every liv- 
ing creature of all flesh ; and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And the 
bow shall be in the cloud, and I will look upon it, 
that I may remember the everlasting covenant be- 
tween God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is upon the earth," 

A rainbow church is an evidence •( God's love 
to man. The race was wrecked, Eden was shut to 
them ; the sword of flame kept them out, 
labor was to save their bodies. But their souls. 
Ah t God was working. A life- boat was launched, 
the door thrown open, an invitation extended, and 
thousands and millions have been landed' in the 
port of eternal bliss, and millions more are on their 
way. What love, it was more than human. It 
took God to make possible the salvation of the 
world. "For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believetb in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world, through him 

might be saved." 

'■Tit to awful God to ours, 

Our Father and our J.ove ; 
He will send down his heavenly powers, 

To carry usabove." 

A rainbow is a combination of colors. One rain 
bow, but seven colors ; three primary colors, each 
eclor standing distinct from all other colors, yet, 
all beautifully blending and forming one bnw, span- 
ning the heavens, advertising God's love to man, 
taking our thoughts to the past, giving encourage- 
ment for the present, and generating faith for the 
future. One bow but many colors. 

A rainbow church is a diversified yet united 
church. There is but one church. It is called the 
bride of Christ. He certainly has but one bride, 
but composed of parts. One bow but different 
colors. The church is composed ol individuals, 
families, etc., yet they form one body, of which 
Christ is the head, and he 1b the head of but one 
body, cue composed of many. Three primary 
principles, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three in 
one, but one manifested in three. Seven colors, 
"one body" and "one spirit," "one Lord," "one 
faith," "one hope," one God and Father of all," 
"one baptism," but all blended iu the development 
of one church. 

"One sole baptismal alga. 

One Lord below, above. 
One faith one hope divine, 

On e on 1 y watchword — Love. 
From different temples though to rise, 
One song ascendeth to the skies. 
Our sacri rice Is one — 

One Priest before the throne, 
The slain, the risen Son, 

Redeemer, Lord alone t 
And sighs from contrite hearts that spring 
Our chief, our choicest offering.'' 

We too often forget the true unity of God's peo- 
ple. We do not preach it and work for it enough. 
Red may differ from blue, yet -both can help lorm 
the rainbow. You and I may differ, yet we may 
help form the one church, the true bride of Christ, 
the spiritual rainbow of the world. 

"One family we dwell In Him, 

One church above, beneath, 
Though now divided by the stream, 

The narrow stream of death. 
One army of the living God. 

To his command we bow ; 
Part of his host baa crossed the flood, 

And part to crossing now. 
Ten thousand to their endless home 

This solemn moment fly ; 
And we are to the margin come, 

And soon expect to die. 
His militant, embodied host. 

With wi'hful looks we stand. 
I * And long to see that happy coast. 

Ana reach that heavanly land. 
Our old companions in distress 

We haste again tqsee, 
And eager long for our release 

And full felicity. 
Even now by faitb we loin our handa, 

With those that went before, 
And greet the blood-besprinkled bands 

On the eternal shore." 

A rainbow shines all the brighter tor the clouds 
about it. Did you ever see a rainbow without 
clouds V Indeed clouds are the background of 
God's beautiful painting. They form a contrast, 


bring ont the beauty and make it more intense and 
attractive. A rainbow without clouds would be a 
strange sight. God said, "1 do set my bow in the 
cloud." 

A rainbow church it* all the brighter for the 
clouds about it. When clouds of ^lunikr gathered 
about' her ou Pentecost, bow bright she shoue 
forth. When clouds of persecution gathered under 
Nero and Trajan and others, bow bright she shone 
forth. When clouds of tradition gathered, and 
darkness came, how bright she shone forth. When 
clouds of sickness and bereavement gather it is 
dark for awhile, but the darkness is dispelled by 
the sun of righteousness, and the rainbow of God's 
love shines forth in all her beauty. Oh ! the 
clouds of this world form only a dark background 
to set forth more brightly, intensely, brilliantly, 
the many colored rainbow which spans the world 
and which we call the church. 

A rainbow is moss attractive reaching from one 
mountain top to another, reflecting beautifully its 
seven colors, how attractive. I remember one aft- 
ernoon when a boy in the old town of Harpers Fer- 
ry. It had rained all the noon. About three 
o'clock the clouds broke, the half of the sky was 
clear, and the sun shone bright ; the other part of 
the sky was black, but there came out a rainbow. 
One end was hid in Maryland heights, and the 
other end was hid iu London heights on the Vir- 
ginia side. Beneath the brilliant arch the Poto- 
mac and Shenandoah rivers met, kissed, united, 
and flowed on toward the sea. It was the grand- 
est scene of nature I ever witnessed. Men left the 
store and shop and passengers left the train, with 
uncovered heads and tearful eyes looked upon the 
awe-inspiring sight. I can see the picture today, 
but cannot describe it brilliantly, attractively. 

A rainbow church is an attractive church. 
Where you find a diversity of opinion, yet opinions, 
ideas, theories;, all sinking out of sight as the great 
object for which Christ died comes in view. What 
a picture, what an attractive picture. Faith, Hope, 
Charity, all manifested to save souls and encourage 
saints, make a picture men and angels love to look 
upon. We are surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses, and their smites of joy must light up 
heaven when they see a church in harmony with 
God, Christ and Spirit, working for the redemption 
of the race. See to it that you make your church 
attractive. Do not mar its harmony or blot her 
charsfcter. Keep your heart pure. "Let your 
light shine that others may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." And 
remember that only in heaven is the perfect rain- 
bow, the complete circle, found. Let us do our 
part to keep the rainbow bright, beautiful, attract- 
ive, and reach perfection in heaven. 
"For her my tears shall fall, 

For her mv prayers ascend, 
To her my cares and toils be given. 
Till toils and cares shall end." 

John Duke McFadbn. 


The Pulpit wr the Bar. 
BY J. H. WORST. 

Whether the pulpit or the bar affords the larger 
field lor research and investigation is a mooted 
question. Both may' be wide or narrow, according 
to the disposition nf the legal or theological stu- 
dent. The one question connected with it that ad- 
mits ol no dispute is, that in either case where a 
narrow field is worked, celebrity is never attained. 
In religion especially narrowness begets bigotry, 
bigotry oppression, and oppression consigns its ad- 
herents sooner or later to merited oblivion. 

Passing a lifetime within the narrow circle of a 
local province stamp upon the mind and heart its 
peculiar ideas, and in time those ideas become 
golden and obscure and condemn everything of a 
contrary character. 

In the legal profession only men of broad minds 
and extensive research have ever become luminio us 
among their followers, In the race for approxi- 
mate perfection science, history and biography are 
ransacked and digested, and although apparently 
foreign from the subject in hand, each in its way 
become* a powerful auxiliary in support of a suc- 
cessful career. Every little town is full of lawyers 
who scoot this principle or are too indolent to ap- 
ply themselves, and live on, quoting from their il- 
lustrious peers and finally die in obscurity. 

The successful man is full of his business -or 
profession, and cuts a wider mental swath than is 
apparent in his surface operations. 

Shall the preacher of the gospel who deals with 
problems as broad as the race and that stretches 
forward into the depths of unborn time confine 
himself to a knowledge hedged within the radius 


of a few miles and to observations purely local f 
He ean do so, but will such advice promote ef- 
fective ministerial work? "Preach Christ and 
Him crucified." Good advice, when it comes from 
a liberal-minded man, but when it comes 
from one that is constitutionally narrow, it means 
— creep. 

The range of intelligence that suaua the gull 
between the erudite philosopher and the Australian 
savage is wider than that between the bed of the 
Indian Sea and Himalayan peaks, and the human 
nature that holds them in kinship is equally diverse. 

The gospel is heaven's panacea for the woes of 
all these grades of intelligence and erratic natures, 
and to press the creed down to fit an Ohio, Indiana, 
or Illinois community and to knock those down 
that are above and stretch those up that are below 
is not simply narrow, it is idiotic. 

Creeds are made for their makers, and whether 
formal or implied, will fit no others: 

Christ was the prince of pteachers, and in his 
application of truth drew his illustrations from rea- 
son, nature and psy oology, happily blending argu- 
ments, promises and natural punishment. His 
ideals are so infinite that with our highest concep- 
tions we can but grasp their trailing shadow, and 
with such examples we stultify nut calling by 
studied contraction. 

Preaching Christ means more than linking his 
name to sober sentences and reiterating his imper- 
ative utterances. 

It is one thing to observe a form and quite an- 
other to imbibe its spirit, aud that too without 
desecrating personality. Mv individuality is as 
dear to me as yours is to you, even if the Fates iu 
council decided upon a slightly different conforma- 
tion or quantify of brain. 

A preacher should understand thoroughly man's 
mental constitution and the spiritual forces which 
constitute his essential manhood. Otherwise he 
would be as little at home in the pulpit as the lec- 
turer would be on the rostrum of mechanics who 
could not tell a fulcrum from a block and taekle. 

The sin ol inefficiency is not so much in not 
knowing as in not careing to know. The preacher 
deals largely with mind and heart peculiarities and 
should certainly make a study of both. Man ai 
well as Christ should be his theme, his study, his 
anxitty, "The great study ef mankind is man." 

Science is a knowledge of God's works, and to 
the inquiring mind is a twin sister to revelation 
and they should work and live together. Christ 
referred to the figtri-e, to the lillies, to the mus- 
tard stalk, to birds, foxes, seeds, winds, etc., ' as 
well as to himself, hiH Father, and man. History 
was a common theme with both Christ and his fol- 
lowers, and their sermons weie spiced with ill 
brightest gems. , 

They preached to rivet truth and conviction up- 
on the minds of their hearers and ignored none of 
the auxiliaries of oratory, because they were neith- 
er fanatical, bigoted nor Pharisaical. History 
embodies the effect of Christianity as a force upon 
the passing ages, and side by aide with it in bold 
contrast is written the effects of anti- Christ, and 
to bar out these potent tablets and banish them 
from the preacher's quiver entirely is to deprive 
bim of one of his best weapons. A man can chop 
wood with a hatchet but he can do it better with 
an ax. 

The effective preacher wants a large vocabulary 
of wordtf so that he can Bay what he wants to, a 
large range of facta, historic and scientific, and be 
can have all these and just as much Christ and 
gospel as any other living minister. He can also 
have just as much of every other vital Christian 
clement. Why not ? 

Thin broader knowledge lifts him up out of an 
ideal God inpainted with his own peevishness and 
human nature, and conceiving a more glorious Je 
hovah feels the mil force of humility. We are so 
apt to forestall the attributes of God by attributing 
to him the complexities of our own eccentric na- 
tures, but his likes and dislikes are not effected by 
ours. If we intend to study or give advice rela- 
tive to preparation for the ministry let us make the 
standard a high one, even it our own feeble abil- 
ities should be overreached by others. A minister 
cannot afford to be selfish, envious or lazy, neither 
can a church afford to recognize a lower standard 
of preaching merit than circumstances make im- 
perative*. A fountain cannot rise above its source 
and so can no man tell more than he knows with 
safety. 

Thetfield is the largest one known to any pro- 
fession and is worthy of exhaustless investigation. 
To the reasoning mind a thousand avenues twine 
around the parent trunk line that rwaches up to a 
successful ministry. With a heart in the work and 
Christ in the heart as a foundation, and that indus- 
try that works the career of every successful man, 
the minister can make hia calling a glorious one 
and fraught with success ; otherwise it may prove 
a failure. 


